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student in the present instance. Her first aim is to complete
her studies and to take up a calling. Therefore she abstains
from marriage, especially from marriage with a student
who so long as he remains a student is for the very reasons
just named none too desirable from the point of view of
marriage. Another essential cause of the infrequency of
these student-marriages is the question of children. As a rule
when a woman marries she wants a child; whereas the
man can manage well enough for a time without children.
A marriage without children has no especial attraction for
a woman; hence she prefers to wait.
Recently marriages among students have certainly
become rather more frequent. This is due partly to certain
psychological changes in our modern consciousness, and
partly to a more general dissemination of contraceptive
means by which a voluntary postponement of conception
is made possible. The psychological changes which, among
other things, have brought about the phenomenon of the
student-marriage come from the general mental upheavals
of the last decade, the total significance of v/hich we, as
contemporaries, are scarcely able to grasp in all its depths.
We can only substantiate the fact that as a consequence
of a more general spread of scientific knowledge and a more
scientific way of thinking, a change in the very conception
of the love-problem has taken place. For natural science
has made it possible to link up man as the species homo
sapiens to the whole natural system. This change has not
merely an intellectual, but also an emotional aspect.
This vitally new perspective influences the feeling of the
individual, because he feels released from the chains of that
metaphysical determination with its moral categories which
was characteristic of the world consciousness of the Middle
Ages. He is also delivered from the taboos which those chains
had wrought in man's attitude to Nature, namely, the moral
judgments which in the last analysis always have their roots
in the religious metaphysic of the time. Within the national

